
Inkpot India Conclave, November 2�19:

2020 – a year of 20/20 vision

This was our inaugural event which witnessed over 14�� attendees and 3� speakers in a day-long extravaganza. Hon’ble Shri Prahlad
Singh Patel MoS of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the DG-ICCR Shri Akhilesh Mishra, MS-IGNCA Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi,
Dr. Shashi Tharoor, Shobhaa De, Sanjoy Roy, Padma Shri Shovana Narayan, Padma Shri Sunita Kohli, Dr Nalin Mehta, Padma Shri
Ritu Kumar, Shantanu-Nikhil, and so many more, stirred the audience with their insightful sessions. We hosted performances from
Karan Singh Magic, Sonam Kalra and Eshan Hilal, all of whom provided perfect interludes to the thought-provoking conversations.
What made Inkpot even more special is that it accomplished this event with zero-waste, making it India’s first zero-waste conclave!

Announcing
Inkpot in the Neighborhood
Outspoken in the Open — February Edition

We’re making this a monthly series – on one Saturday of
each month! Outspoken will happen on 15th February 2�2�.
If you do anything even remotely creative – be it singing,
dancing, writing, painting – sign up on the form
here: https://forms.gle/fFfgDaætnoXpNnH6 or reach out to us!

Inkpot’s Spring Edition 

Kahlil Gibran said, “All our words are but crumbs that fall
down from the feast of the mind.” It is acknowledging this
feast that Inkpot is announcing its Spring edition to be held
in April 2�2�. Be it through prose or pœtry, song or theatre,
words can heal, connect, foster love and affection. They’re
tools of revolution. To celebrate this intangible power of
words, we’re hosting writers, pœts, comedians, journalists
and traditional storytelling artists for a day of engaging
conversation and performances.

Q and A with the Festival
Directors Ratan Kaul and
Benu Malhotra 
 
Ø  What was your motivation behind launching Inkpot? 

Ratan Kaul: Having  lived  &  worked  in Delhi for four
decades &  been involved with literary, art  & cultural
events, Inkpot was a natural progression . For me, Inkpot
represents not just an event or conclave but an ideology of
going back to our roots and engaging with who we are and
what provides us an identity.

Benu Malhotra: I’ve always believed that if any change has
to be brought about today, it has to be through the youth.
As someone who has grown up witnessing the changes that
Indian society has undergone over the years, I think
Inkpot’s mission to re-ink our rich cultural history is
vitally important today. And it was because of this belief
that I knew I wanted to do this.

Ø  What’s been the best thing about Inkpot?

Ratan Kaul: I love the diversity in Inkpot. From sessions
about health to those about literature, from media to design,
Inkpot has been able to encompass a very wide variety of
topics, all of which are very relevant today.

Benu Malhotra: It’s very heartening to see the youth of the
country coming together in the Inkpot`s inaugural November
2�19 event and experiencing their sense of nationalism and
pride in Indian art, literature and culture.

Ø  What advice would you give to anyone interested in
organizing their own literary festival?

Ratan Kaul: Be patient. Things like festivals, conclaves and
events in general, grow organically and often that can be a 
slow process. And the work you put in is also hanging on 
the hope that people will appreciate, show up and it will all
work out. To get through these qualms, patience and
perseverance are essential.

Benu Malhotra: With Inkpot`s inaugural session, we were
lucky to have gotten the kind of response we did from our
audience and speakers. I would also like to add that there
isn’t any short-cut for success. We shouldn`t be complacent
and need to keep working hard to reach our goals.

 

 

Ever wondered what that tiny human is holding in the
middle of most Warli paintings you see? Or why everyone
is lined up in a circle around them?

Did you know?

34th Surajkund International Crafts Mela 2�2�

Feb 1 to 16, 2�2�
Surajkund, Faridabad (Haryana) 

A rich showcase of regional and international
crafts and traditions, this time, ‘Himachal Pradesh’
is the theme state at the Mela.

http://www.haryanatourism.gov.in/Events/surajkund-international-crafts-mela-faridabad

Khajuraho Dance Festival

Feb 2�-26, 2�2�
Khajuraho, Madhya Pradesh

A grand meeting of music and
dance with the world famous
Khajuraho temples for backdrop.

http://khajurahodancefestival.com/
 

Delhi Literature Festival

March 6, 7, 8
Dilli Haat, Opp INA market

A literary platform which brings together not
only renowned award winning authors and
journalists but also young, aspiring writers.

http://delhiliteraturefestival.org/
 

 

Jashn-e-Hind'  

Feb 21- 23, 2�2�
National Centre For Arts (IGNCA), New-Delhi.

This three-day Mega Festival will celebrate the
Cultural Heritage and Ethos of India and
highlight the 'Ganga-Jamuni' tehzeeb of India
through intriguing sessions and performances.
 

New Delhi World Book Fair
A must-attend event for the publishing industry and all book lovers, the New Delhi World
Book Fair 2�2�, hosted every year at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi, was held from Jan 4
to 12, 2�2�. Recognized as India’s biggest book bonanza, the fair was inaugurated by V.V.
Giri, the President of India in 1972. The 28th edition of the fair this year celebrated
Mahatma Gandhi’s 15�th birth anniversary with the theme  Gandhi: The Writers’ Writer. 
It focused on Gandhi as a writer, editor, journalist, publisher, and a communicator whose
voice touched a million hearts. Over 6�� publishers from India as well as overseas set up
their stalls offering books in a variety of languages and genres.

Jaipur Literature Festival 
The 13th edition of the Jaipur Literature Festival took place over five days from Jan 23 to
Jan 27 at Jaipur’s Diggi Palace. With its stellar line-ups of 226 sessions, celebrity sightings
and swarming crowds, JLF has earned its place as the world’s biggest literary event. The
world’s climate crisis was a central theme at this year’s Jaipur Literature Festival, with
several sessions focusing on the national, regional, and global effects of the Earth’s
warming.

India Art Fair
The 12th edition of India Art Fair brought all things art to see and experience from 3�th
January to 2nd February at the NSIC Exhibition Grounds, Okhla, New Delhi. It featured
over 81 Indian and international galleries, talks, and performances which included leading
artists such as Nilima Sheikh, Martin Parr, Raisa Kabir, and Jelili Atiku, among others.
BMW showcased its 4th BMW Art Car, created by Andy Warhol, the American pop-artist.
This is most photographed BMW Art Car in the world since the launch of BMW’s Art Car
Project in 1975, where leading artists transform a vehicle.
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Rediscovering Tarpa

It’s a tarpa, an indigenous musical instrument of the Warli
tribe of Maharashtra. It’s the only wind instrument with
both bass and treble in it and is comprised of a male and
female pipe. Produced from dry pumpkins, wax, palm
shovels and bamboo tubes, tarpas are always made by the
one who will play the instrument, the tarpakar. On most of
the occasions, including lavish harvests, weddings and
other festivals, the Warli people celebrate by dancing to
the melodies produced by the tarpa and this typical tribal
dance is called “Tarpa Nrutya”, representing the circle of
life.

Regrettably, now there are only a few people in the world
who can play the Tarpa and with that it is on the brink of
facing extinction.  

Hello,
2�2� began with fumes. Not just those of the smog in Delhi that seem pretty hell-bent
on choking us but of passion. Of the young and old coming out on the streets to be
heard loud and clear. To stand as one, acknowledging differences yet embracing them
all. Never before has the question of what it means to be an Indian been more relevant,
more potent, more impassioned.

Who we are is not defined by what a piece of document says or dœsn’t say. It is defined
by our culture. Our lived history and our way of life. The arts are snapshots of those
lives. They offer a striking insight into that history and culture. I’ve always believed that
the arts are as much a reflection of culture as they are a creator of it. And if they are
not preserved, not valued enough, insights into our culture would cease to exist.

Inkpot aims at countering the wave of western infatuation that’s caught our fancy.
However, today, there are attempts made at homogenizing our culture. The diversity
we pride ourselves in must be kept alive. The harmony in the cacophony must resound
aloud.

In 2�2�, I hope that we, as the youth of the country, have a clearer 2�/2� vision that
can help in extending the “Make in India” initiative to the cultural sphere to stimulate
creative work and bolster the sense of nationalism and pride in Indian culture.

Through Inkpot, I wish to create an environment for Indian art, literature and culture
to be admired and made accessible to everyone so that we have a deeper cultural
understanding and are better equipped to respond to the circumstances today.

-Simar Malhotra
Founder and Curator 

Inkpot Capsule - Our Endeavours

In January 2�2�, we hosted our first Spoken Word and Open Mic event which
witnessed over 3� speakers and 8� attendees. The idea behind this series is to
foster a community of creatives who can be vulnerable and share their work
with one another, exchange ideas and receive feedback. We had passionate
pœts, heart-stirring storytellers and incredible singers who were not only
exceptional performers but also an encouraging audience.

Inkpot in the Neighbourhood
Outspoken in the Open — January Edition

Inkpot is a very positive development to showcase our culture, because that’s ultimately our
country`s biggest asset in many ways.
- Dr. Shashi Tharoor
  Author, Politician and Former International Civil diplomat 

Conferences like Inkpot are super important because they create platforms for all kinds of ideas
and thoughts and without an idea you can’t evolve as a human or as a society.
- Sanjoy K. Roy
  Festival Director, Jaipur Literature Festival
 

We need festivals like Inkpot so that people come together, thinkers come together and where
there is discussion, it always ignites, sparks some interest and some other doors and windows
are opened.
- Padma Shri, Shovana Narayan
   National Award Winning Kathak Dancer

The important thing about Inkpot is that it is driven by a young person Simar Malhotra who has
a dream and who has got young people involved in generating an awareness which is the need to
recognize our cultural roots.
- Shobhaa De
  Author

Today we are living in a world of digital technology where people hardly talk to each other
physically.  Lit fests such as Inkpot should happen in closer intervals and I must congratulate
the organizers for involving so many youngsters in this conclave.
- Dr. Sachchidanand Joshi
   Member Secretary, IGNCA

Culture is an ongoing conversation of a society with itself; the more we talk to each other, the
more platforms we have, the better it is for cross-cultural communication.
- Dr. Nalin Mehta
   Social Scientist, Journalist and Author
 

Inkpot is a confluence of brilliant thinking minds; it is a place where exchange of ideas takes
place. It is a big step in the direction of promoting Indian literature, art and culture.
- Neelima Dalmia Adhar
  Author

Testimonials
Henna is used to draw art on
the hands of women during 
weddings or festivals and such
henna designs are known as
Mehendi. In most of the Meh-
endi designs drawn on the palm,
often a glowing sun is seen , the 
symbolic meaning of which is
“awakening one`s inner light”. 

When the disastrous Battle of
Talikota made it difficult for
numerous skilled artists to sur-
vive they were forced to seek
shelter in the city of Mysore.
The benevolent king Wodeyar
welcomed them and encouraged
“The Mysore Painting”, the
famed art form of the city.

Khadi: The Pride of India
Microfibres from synthetic fabrics that decompose are a major source of
marine pollution worldwide. The world has woken up against the use of
single use plastic and we now need to raise awareness about the synthetic
fibre which is the major source of marine pollution.. Its time we look into
using COTTON/KHADI, the pride of India.

Khadi  is a hand-woven natural fiber  cloth, originating from the Indian
subcontinent.

The cloth is usually woven from cotton and may also include silk or wool,
which are all spun into yarn on a  spinning wheel  called a charkha.

Resistance Inspires Art: Shaheen Bagh, the Epicentre of Protest in Delhi, Gets Transformed
into an Art Gallery

The anti-CAA resistance has led to prints, art installations, posters, hand drawings and
other forms of art enveloping the venue of the protest. And the entire area has metamorph-
osed into an art gallery.

 

FEBRUARY 2020
Inkpot’s Monthly Newsletter

Arijit Singh -live in Delhi on
22nd Feb – sector 1�- Dwarka 

India Design ID- returns to the capital from
13th -16th Feb at NSIC grounds in okhla.

Inking Ideas
@inkpotindiaconclave

www.inkpotindiaconclave.com

“India shaped my mind, anchored my identity, influenced
my beliefs, and made me who I am. India matters to me
and I would like to matter to India.”
- Dr. Shashi Tharoor

Olfa Originals’
The whimsical little bottles
of scent have all the cachet
and romance of a great
vintage �nd.

Inkpot India Conclave
D-174, 3rd Floor, Okhla Industrial Area,
Phase-I, New Delhi - 110020, India

Email
vinita@inkpotindiaconclave.com

Phone
+91 8130296150, +91 9958891397

Contact us:

Simar Malhotra
Festival Founder
and Curator

Mrs Ratan Kaul
Festival Director

Benu Malhotra
Festival Director

Vatsala Tyagi
Program Director

Team Members

Designed by Khadija Rafi

https://m.facebook.com/inkpotindiaconclave/

International Yoga Festival

March 1 - 7
Parmarth Niketan, Rishikesh

https://mobile.twitter.com/inkpotconclave?lang=en
https://www.instagram.com/inkpotindiaconclave/
https://in.linkedin.com/showcase/inkpot-india-conclave-2019
https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC3eDB2MJKel03oy_0Acvlzg


